“SOCIAL SERVICES CENTER FOR THE ELDERLY”
SMIS CODE 13301
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Project financed by:
The 2007 -2013 Regional Operational Program (ROP)
Priority Axis 3
“Improving the social infrastructure”
Key Area of Intervention 3.2.
Rehabilitating/ modernizing / developing and endowing the social services infrastructure
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Justifying the need of implementing the project:
· District 2 of the Municipality of Bucharest has a population of over 350,000 inhabitants, out of which 19.54% are over 60 years old.
· The ratio of persons that are over 60 years old has grown from 0.03% in 2003 to 0.5% in 2010.
· Over 20% of the retired persons in Bucharest have their domicile in District 2, which also holds the highest number of disability retirees (over 20,000).
· 49.62% of the retirees of District 2 have pensions lower than 470 Lei.
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Justifying the need of implementing the project:
· The “Ion Creanga” neighborhood has 25,000 inhabitants, out of which approximately 5,000 are over 60 years old;
· Out of the aforementioned, over 1,000 inhabitants with an age over 60 years are included in the records of D.A.G.S.P.C. (General Directorate for Social Assistance and Child Protection) District 2  
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The needs of elders:
a) Social and medical needs
The elders have insufficient resources for a decent life style (low income), thus leading to a difficult access to the medical and social services imposed by their specific needs (adequate treatment for their diseases, medication, food, clothing, footwear, firewood, hygiene articles, paying the bills etc.).
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The needs of elders:
b) The need for information
The lack of information regarding the rights of elders, in accordance with the legislation in force, has as consequence resignation, isolation.
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The needs of elders:
c) The need for counseling:
Isolation and the very rapid changes of the society at present, make it so that some elders lose their orientation and do not know to whom to turn in various situations. This state makes them vulnerable and this vulnerability makes them isolate themselves even more.
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The needs of elders:
d) The need for socialization:
Beyond the lack of resources necessary for ensuring the primary needs, there is also the suffering caused by loneliness, by the feeling that they are no longer useful to anyone. The far too rare visits of their children make the elders acutely feel the need of communicating. The isolation of certain elders does not only represent a consequence of withdrawing from the social activity, but also a consequence of the restrictive environment conditions.
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General objective:
Improving the quality of the social services infrastructure to ensure equal access of citizens to this kind of services.
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Specific objectives:
1. Developing quality services, provided to the elders that are in the situation of social risk:
a. Neurological and physical ambulatory recovery, medical and maintenance gymnastics;
b. Education and permanent training social services (foreign languages, computer skills);
c. Social, psychological and legal counseling services;
d. Ensuring facilities for socializing and leisure: organizing conferences, seminars, lectures, presentations, organizing various indoor games, organizing a library and a reading hall; 
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Specific objectives:
2. Reducing the number of elders that suffer from loneliness, with the view of fighting against social marginalization;
3. Solving the requests that are intended to grant free medical services in a medical consultation room with qualified personnel, located in the “Ion Creanga” neighborhood.
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A building located on the 33 Valer Dumitrescu Street, Bucharest 2 shall be modernized and equipped in order to set up the “Social Services Center for the Elderly”.
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The existing building shall be rehabilitated, including in terms of energy, shall be restructured in accordance with the future activities, shall be equipped with an elevator in order to allow access for the elderly or disabled.
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Anticipated results:
· Setting up the Social Services Center for the Elderly
· Creating 11 new jobs;
· Ensuring qualitative social services for 700 elders in the “Ion Creanga” neighborhood
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Information and advertising activity:
· Press releases
· Project launch conference
· Posters, banners, fliers, leaflets, web page, stickers
· Temporary panel,  permanent plate
· Center inauguration conference
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Project current stage:
· Contracting
· Advertising services,
· Audit services,
· On-site coordination services
· Major repairs and building development
· Project advertising
· Project launch conference
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General Directorate for Social Assistance and Child Protection
11-13 Olanari Street, Bucharest 2
Phone no. 021.252.22.02, Fax no. 021 252.22.17
www.social2.ro

